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The meeting was held on the 29th March 2019 at the Curia in
Accra, Ghana with Ana Mayer and Gonzalez the New Director
of Juan Ciudad together with the team of each centre for
discussions about their centres. During this meeting, the Finance
Director Mr. Ibrahim Fatawu, presented the general financial
position of the St. Joseph’s Catholic Hospital, emphasizing on the
continuous deficit of the Hospital as a result of the huge expenses

on the energy costs and
generator maintenance.
He further gave the
available option for the
purchase and installation
of the solar system for the
hospital. With an annual
deficit of US$110,000, it
was suggested that if the
solar system effectively
replaces the current
generators, the Hospital
will have a positive net
effect of US$90,000
before
any
lease
payments. Thus the
financing options for the
acquisition of the solar
system were approved
with promises of working
out the modalities.
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Stay Hydrated
When we we’re born, almost
97% of our body is made up of
water. As adults, this figure falls
slightly but still sits somewhere

Malaria Diagnostic Research in the Hospital (DiagLib)
THE TRUMPET Issue 01 JAN-MAR 2019

Dia gLib Re s e a rc h Te c h nic ia n

Research and development of preventive
and therapeutic interventions for emerging
pathogens have been difficult to maintain
in the past once outbreaks come to an end.
In Liberia, much of the research on Ebola
ended when the outbreak faded in 2016
even though sustained funding could have
led to further the development of vaccine
candidates and other therapies for Ebola.
One major challenge is to maintain the
continuation of studies and the
preparedness of

The project ‘Improved Governance and
Research Capacities in Diagnostics for
Infectious Diseases of the Liberian
Medicines and Health Products Regulatory
Authority – LMHRA- (IGORCADIA)
aims at building capacities of the LMHR to
developed its capacity to regulate the use
of diagnostics in research and the research
on diagnostics and implementing these
regulations in promoting a rational use of
diagnostics. Also, the principal beneficiary
of the project, will be training on good
clinical practice, good laboratory practice,
a t SJ C H La b
research
sites,
including fundaments of medical ethics and
infrastructure
and
staff diagnostics research.
capacities, for future clinical
The project started in December 2017 and
studies that can lead to an
is led by the Barcelona Institute of Global
effective
vaccine
and/or
Health (ISGlobal) in collaboration with the
treatment
against
prevalent
NGO Juan Ciudad Foundation (FJC), the
infectious diseases in Liberia In
Liberian Medicines and Health Products
preparation for future trials in
Regulatory Authority (LMHRA) and the
future epidemics, Liberia needs
Saint Joseph’s Catholic Hospital (SJCH),
to ensure that subjects with
in Monrovia, where all activities take
suspected
or
confirmed
place.
infections need have access to
most accurate diagnostics.
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around 75%. The vast majority

Editorial
Dear Friends,
The St. Joseph’s Catholic Hospital is
establishing her first edition of “The
Trumpet News Letter.

of our brain cells are simply
water, and even our teeth have
10%

water

content.

Every

single cellular function in our
body is in some way linked to
our fluid levels: blood and
cancer

fighting

immune

systems require water to flush
out waste products away from
cells and to transport nutrients
and vital amino acids into them.
Healthy cells work by absorbing
nutrients from the water that

A Trumpet is a funnel-shaped
instrument (such as a megaphone)
for
collecting,
directing,
or
intensifying sound. It is well known
that wherever and whenever the
“Trumpet” is sounded, people remain
alert and attentive for wanting to
know and hear the purpose of the
sound.
The St. Joseph’s Trumpet News Letter
is therefore aimed at intensifying and
making our friends to hear the sound
of our activities on a quarterly basis.

Amidst the current economic and
financial challenges of the Institution
and the country as a whole, efforts
are continuously being made to
ensure that the values of Hospitality
are maintained while the services of
the Hospital still remain attractive to
the general population.
Three months is gone already into
2019, thus it is incumbent that we
trumpet the activities that have been
done already in the hospital.
Therefore, we urge our friends, to
take some of their time and read
through the first edition of the
“Trumpet Newsletter”

bathes them, and even 2%
body dehydration is said to

Strategic Plan for St. John of God Hospital, S. Leone

cause energy levels to drop by

The St. John of God Catholic Health and Social Services in Sierra Leone
organized the review of the 2014 to 2019 strategic plan and developed a new
Strategic plan for the next five years 2019-2024 with the theme: “Delivery of
Safe and Effective Population based service in Marampa, Masimera and Buya
chiefdoms”. The three days’ workshop brought people of all class of work
together, including a representative from the St. Joseph’s Catholic Hospital,
Monrovia, Liberia. A new road map for the services in Sierra Leone was
designed. It was a learning process for all and sundry.

one fifth! Don’t wait until you are
thirsty – Drink water (ideally,
although tea and coffee is fine)
all day to help keep your body at
an optimum hydration level

Our Services
a

OPD Services

Donation from WHO

Pediatric,
consultation treatment
Medical consultation
and treatment
Surgical consultation
and treatment
Obstetrics/Gynecology
consultation and treatment

Primary Health Care
Antenatal care
HIV/AIDS counseling
Prevent of Mother to Child
Transmission (PMTCT)
Immunization Infectious
Diseases Clinic (IDC)
Inpatient /Admissions
Pediatrics
Medical Surgeries
Obstetrics/Gynecology
Other Services
24 Hour Emergency
24 Hour Laboratory
12 Hour Diagnostic
Health Research

Contact Us

St. Joseph’s Catholic Hospital Grounds

Cross section of guests at the Fundraising Dinner

The Spanish Television
dinner

Spanish Television Crew & Br. Peter

“Pueblo de Dios TVE” or
“People of God” is a
Spanish public television
program, that shows the
solidarity work of people
who have helped those in
need. The television crew
of “Pueblo de Dios TVE”
was invited to Liberia by
the St. Joseph Catholic
Hospital in collaboration
with "Juan Ciudad ONGD”,
to film the social and health
initiatives launched at St
Joseph Catholic Hospital in
Monrovia. During their
visit, they were able to see
the works that have been
done by the staff and
management to reopen the
hospital after the Ebola
outbreak.
They
were
impressed
with
the
adherence of the Staff and
the Hospital to the
Infections, Prevention and
Controls Protocols that are
still enforced.

The New Hospital Chaplain
The Archbishop of the Catholic Archdiocese of Monrovia
has seconded Rev. Fr. Francis Johnson as Chaplain to
the St. Joseph’s Catholic Hospital. Among other
functions, he celebrates Holy Mass on a regular basis for
clients and staff and administers other sacraments,
arranges periodic staff retreats on a regular basis, Visits
clients to offer spiritual counseling and support, and is
available to clients and relations in times of crisis. The
Management of the Hospital in collaboration with the
Brothers community, the staff and clients, welcome Rev.
Fr. Francis Johnson to their health service delivery.

Pic

Fundraising Dinner

Visit of Mr. David Heyer

David Heyer pose with staffs at the Dinner

Mr. David Heyer who is the Director of
the Hospitaal Broders Fundraising
Office in the Netherlands paid a seven
days working visit to the St. Joseph’s
Catholic with the aim of getting a first
hand information on the Proposed
Project application of the hospital.
During this visit, he participated in the
fundraising dinner organized by the
hospital. David has been a friend to the
hospital and has supported many of her
activities for which we remain grateful.

The Hospital’s fundraising dinner; “Comfort for
Pediatric and Maternity” was held to promote
and support a worthy cause of renovating and
redesigning these wards. The dinner was fully
sponsored by employees of the hospital and well
attended by the staff, hospital Partners, invited
guests, hospital sponsors, patients, and patient
relatives. The dinner night highlighted the
importance of the project with an over view and
brief history of the hospital. The launching of the
Fundraising Dinner was done by Sr. Barbara
Brillant, Dean of the Mother Patern College of
Health Sciences followed by remarks and pledges
from partners, sponsors, guests, and hospital staff.
It was a wonderful experience organizing such
fundraising event, where the current challenges of
the hospital were highlighted. Both wards are in a
poor state and can no longer serve their purpose
thus, there is urgent need for renovation.

Hospital Activities
Presentation of FL Microscope

Proposed Project Activities
The Hospital is in search of funding for the following
proposed project:
1. Construction and remodelling of the maternity
ward
2. Restructuring of the laboratory department
3. Construction of a new outside kitchen for the
hospital.
4. Installation of the solar PV for New Kru Town
Clinic and the Hospital.

St. Joseph’s Catholic Hospital
New Kru Town Clinic
Total Outpatient
5157
Total Outpatient
900
Total In Patient
820
Day Admission
10
Top 5 Morbidity
Enteric Fever, Top 5 Morbidity
ARI and UTI
Anaemia,
ANEMIA
Pregnancy,
TYPHOID
Cough,
MALARIA
Typhoid
Safe motherhood

111

Safe motherhood

48

In her desire to ensure that
diagnosing Tuberculosis in the
hospital is effective, the WHO,
after a series of training, has
donated to the Hospital, a
Fluorescence (FL) microscope
which should now be used for
TB diagnosis. From the efficacy
studies, Fluorescence (FL)
microscope in comparison to
Ziehl-Neelsen (ZN) straining
technique has a better
diagnostic value and is less
time-consuming compared to
ZN in diagnosing tuberculosis in
patients. In order to increase
the accuracy and decrease the
turnaround time, the National
Leprosy & TB Control Program
through the Ministry of Health
and Social Welfare, has
donated
one
set
of
Fluorescence Microscope to the
Saint Joseph Catholic Hospital
Laboratory
to
enhance
diagnosis of TB.

